
Advanced Placement Comparative Government and Politics Summer

Assignment – 2024-2025

Due on Sunday September 1st, 2024

Be prepared to take a summative on all parts of the summer

assignment within the first two weeks of school.

Teacher: Mr. Rajeh

Total Score: __/170

Welcome to AP Comparative Government and Politics. Comparative Government and Politics is the
study of the political systems of six countries: Great Britain, Mexico, Nigeria, Russia, Iran and China.
There are a few brief assignments that I would like you to complete before we start our year together in
September. The assignments will be due on Schoology on Sunday September 1, 2024. Our assignments
this summer will get us acquainted with one of the major concepts of this course. Collectively the
assignments will be turned as one file and receive a grade. Work must be original.

Textbook: Essentials of Comparative Politics by Patrick O’Neil, Fifth Edition

Students successfully completing this course will be able to:

● Define and describe major comparative concepts

● Support generalizations with relevant factual information pertaining to the governments

and politics of China, Great Britain, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria and Russia

● Analyze typical patterns of political processes and behavior and their

consequences ● Compare and contrast political institutions and processes across

countries

● Analyze and interpret basic data relevant to comparative government and politics

SUMMER TASKS

Part I: Vocabulary ( 50 Points)

Define Key Terms

1. Authoritarianism 2.Bicameral 3.Bureaucracy 4. Checks and Balances

5. Civil Liberties 6.Civil Rights 7. Civil Society 8. Coup d’etat

9. Communism 10.Confederation 11. Democratization 12. Devolution



13. Direct Democracy 14.Executive Branch 15. Fascism 16.Federalism

17. Government 18. Head of Government 19. Head of State 20. Illiberal

Democracy 21. Imperialism 22. Indirect Democracy 23.Judiciary 24. Judicial

Review

25. Legislative Branch 26. Military Junta 27. Liberalization (economic) 28.Liberal

Democracy 29. Nation 30. Nation-state 31. Nationalization 32. Parliamentary System

33. Patron-Client System 32. Political Culture 33. Political Efficacy 34. Politics
35.Power 36.Presidential System 37.Privatization 38. Proportional Representation

39.Referendum 40. Regime 41.Republic 42. Rule of Law 43. Socialism

44. Separation of Powers 45. Sovereignty 46. State 47.Theocracy 48. Totalitarianism 49. Unicameral

50. Unitary System

Part II:

Using the CIA World Factbook or other sources, complete the attached chart of key information about
the countries we are studying this year. https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/

Part II: Country Info Chart (66 points)
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Part III: Reading Assignment and Building Vocabulary

Please read the attached article from the journal Foreign Affairs. As you read, you’ll notice 38 terms
are boxed. These are some key terms/concepts for this class in addition to the ones in Part I of the
Summer Assignment. Please create a vocabulary list with definitions for these terms by defining
them. Please make sure you TYPE the definitions. This will be an important vocabulary list for you.
You can use many general dictionaries for the definitions. (54 points)

You must answer the following questions as you read the article. Your answers must be original.

1) What is the authors’ thesis?

2) What evidence is provided to support that thesis? Locate 4 specifics in the article.

3) According to the authors, what is the overall health of the current international system?
How was it challenged by Covid-19?

4) How are the roles of national governments and nation-states changing as a result of new
methods of collaboration and problem solving on the global stage?

5) What challenges remain for nation-states and international institutions to manage new
threats and problems? Do you think the authors’ present a realistic and viable path forward?
Why or why not?


























