
AP  Psych o l o g y  Sum m e r  Assig n m e n t

Congra tu la t ions  on  your  course  selection  of  AP Psychology!!  You  have  made
a  wise  yet  demanding  choice.  You  will  have  the  oppor tuni ty  to  find  out  what  
makes  people  tick  and  have  a  bet te r  unders t a n ding  of  yourself  as  well.  I 
have  high  expecta t ions  for  this  class  and  demand  studen t s  to  put  in  the  
required  effort  necessa ry  to  succeed.  My  goal  is  for  every  studen t  enrolled  
in  the  class  to  pass  the  AP Exam  in  May  and  earn  college  credit .  That  
requires  dedicat ion,  enthusias m,  and  hard  work  on  both  our  par ts .  I will  do  
my  job  and  I expect  you  to  do  yours.  Because  of  the  short  amount  of  time  
before  the  AP Exam  and  the  extensive  mate rial  we  must  cover,  the  work  
must  begin  now.  I am  looking  forward  to  an  outstanding  year  with  you.  



This  is  the  checklist  of  items  you’ll  need  to  bring  with  you  at  the  beginning  
of  next  year  

Checkl i s t : 

_______ Paren t- studen t  signatu r e  sheet

 _______ Assignmen t  1-  Introduc tion

 _______ Assignmen t  2-  How  does  Social  Psychology  apply  in  high  school.  

_______ Assignmen t  3-  TED  talks  

Return  this  form:  STUDENT/PARENT  AGREEMENT  TO CLASS  POLICIES:  I 
______________________________________________ (studen t  name)  unders t a n d  AP
psychology  is  a  college  level  course.  I unders t a n d  that  my  work  in  this  class  
is  expected  to  be  at  the  college  level.  I unders t a n d  excessive  absences  will  
nega tively  affect  my  grade,  even  if the  absences  are  excused.  I unders t an d  
there  is  a  lot  of  work  done  outside  of  the  classroom,  and  I am  up  for  this  
challenge.  I unders t an d  that  the  summer  assignm e n t  is  due  on  the  first  day  
of  class.

Initial  each  of  the  following:  

Studen t  Initials:  ____________ 

Paren t  Signatu re________________________________________________

Paren t  email____________________________________________________

Date___________ 

Studen t s ,  thank  you  for  your  effort;  Paren ts ,  thank  you  for  your  suppor t !

 Sincerely,  

Shahira  Radwan  

Shahira . r ad w a n@ bb s .e d u .kw

mailto:Shahira.radwan@bbs.edu.kw


Assignme n t  #1  - “Allow  Me  To  Introduce  Myself”  This  assignm en t  is  
designed  for  me  to  get  to  you  know  you  prior  to  the  school  year  beginning.  
This  assignme n t  is  to  be  turned  in  on  the  first  day  of  the  semes te r  you  have  
the  course.  In  this  paper ,  you  are  to  use  well- written ,  complete  sentence s .  
Do  not  abbrevia t e  words,  (i.e.  language  you  would  use  on  Twitter ,  text  
message s ,  etc.),  and  lastly,  use  spell  check.  This  is  a  professional  
communica t ion  similar  to  what  you  would  use  with  a  college  professor  or  
employer .

 In  a  parag ra p h  or  two,  answer  the  following...  

1.  Introduc e  yourself.  What  kind  of  person  are  you?  Describe  charac t e r i s t ic  
personali ty  traits ,  talents ,  and  abilities.  

2.  What  are  your  goals/  plans  post- high  school?  

3.  Why  have  you  chosen  to  take  AP psychology?  What  are  you  looking  
forward  to  in  this  class?  What  areas  of  psychology  interes t  you?

4.  Are  you  enrolled  in  other  AP courses?  Have  you  taken  other  AP courses  
throughou t  your  high  school  caree r?

5.  What  have  been  or  are  your  grea te s t  problems/challenges?  Describe  any  
unusual  circumst a nc e s  or  challenges  that  you  have  faced  and  the  ways  that  
you  have  responde d .  Tell  me  what  you  have  learned  from  these  problems.  

Assignme n t  #2-  Vocabula ry  

Directions:  Star t  your  vocabula ry  notebook.  The  terms  we  enter  into  the  
notebook  throughou t  the  year,  will  be  included  in  your  course  assess m e n t s  
and  on  the  AP Psychology  Examina tion.  We  will  star t  with  the  list  of  terms  
below  which  are  par t  of  chapte r  1.  Define  and  create  a  table  in  your  
notebook  for  the  following  vocabula ry  terms.  (Note  that  your  Vocabula ry  
notebook  is  separa t e  from  your  note- taking  notebook).  

Psychology

Empiricism  

Structu r a lism

Functionalism  

Applied  Resea rch

Psychiat ry  



Natura l  Selection  

Basic  Resea rch  

Nature  vs.  Nurtu r e  Issue  

Biopsychosocial  Approach  

Levels  of  Analysis  

Approaches  to  Psychology  

Biological  Perspec t ive  

Evolutiona ry  Perspec t ive  

Psychodyna mic  Perspec t ive  

Behavioral  Perspec t ive  

Cognitive  Perspec t ive  

Humanis t ic  Perspec t ive  

Socio- cultura l  Perspec t ive

Assignment #3 – TED Radio Hour Podcasts 

This  assignme n t  will  incorpora t e  some  technology.  You  will  listen  to  several  
TED  talks  on  Psychology.  This  summer ,  I would  like  you  to  pick  any  ONE  (1)
lecture  which  can  be  found  at  the  links  below.  After  listening  to  these  
lecture s ,  you  will  provide  a  one  paragr a p h  summa ry  consisting  of  at  least  
seven  sentenc es .  Feel  free  to  incorpora t e  your  opinion  of  the  lecture  and  
discuss  terms  you  were  interes t e d  in,  as  well  as  terms  you  were  unsure  
about .  

1.  The  Myste rious  Workings  of  the  Adolescen t  Brain  by  Sarah  Jane  
Blakemore:  http://www.ted .com/playlists/1/how_does_my_brain_work  

2.  Don’t  Eat  the  Marshm allow  by  Joachim  de  Posada:  
http://www.ted .com/t a lks/joachim_de_posada_says_don_t_ea t_the_ma r s h m a l
low_yet

http://www.ted.com/talks/joachim_de_posada_says_don_t_eat_the_marshmallow_yet
http://www.ted.com/talks/joachim_de_posada_says_don_t_eat_the_marshmallow_yet
http://www.ted.com/playlists/1/how_does_my_brain_work

